
!! Dynamic information system Dynamic information system 
meeting NRCS field office, meeting NRCS field office, 
customer, & cooperator customer, & cooperator 
plant information needsplant information needs

!! National standard for natural National standard for natural 
resource information resource information 
automationautomation
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PLANTS Web SitePLANTS Web Site

!!http://plants.http://plants.usdausda..govgov
–– 7,000,000+ hits per month7,000,000+ hits per month

!! 2.8 million/month a year ago, NOW increased 75%2.8 million/month a year ago, NOW increased 75%
–– focuses on U.S. and its territoriesfocuses on U.S. and its territories
–– directly accessible to traditional & nondirectly accessible to traditional & non--traditional traditional 

clients, cooperators, and the publicclients, cooperators, and the public



PLANTS IncludesPLANTS Includes

!! Names & checklistsNames & checklists
!! Plant guidesPlant guides
!! Images & linksImages & links
!! How to grow & manage How to grow & manage 

plantsplants
!! Alternative cropsAlternative crops
!! Crop nutrient toolCrop nutrient tool
!! Culturally significant Culturally significant 

plantsplants



Plant Profile: Access toPlant Profile: Access to------

!! Profiles for 43,000 plantsProfiles for 43,000 plants
!! ImagesImages
!! Distribution & AttributesDistribution & Attributes
!! Legal statusLegal status--Noxious/T&ENoxious/T&E
!! Conservation characteristicsConservation characteristics
!! Plant guides & fact sheetsPlant guides & fact sheets
!! Wetland indicator statusWetland indicator status
!! Related web sitesRelated web sites
!! Related speciesRelated species
!! PrinterPrinter--Friendly VersionFriendly Version



Other Species Accounts and ImagesOther Species Accounts and Images

Other Species Accounts and Images
Taraxacum officinale G.H. Weber ex Wiggers

View species account from CalFlora, or photographs from CalPhotos. 
View species account from USDA Forest Service Fire Effects Information System (FEIS).
View species account or photographs from USF Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants.
View species account from ARS Germplasm Resources Information Network (GRIN).
View taxonomic account from Integrated Taxonomic Information System (ITIS) for ITIS

Taxonomic Serial Number 36213.
View species account or photographs from Wisconsin Vascular Plants at UWM.

!! “One“One--click” access to other key sitesclick” access to other key sites



Related Web SitesRelated Web Sites

!! Quick access to pertinent Quick access to pertinent 
Related Web SitesRelated Web Sites

!! Links maintained on a Links maintained on a 
routine basisroutine basis

!! Additions integrated Additions integrated 
quickly for priority plantsquickly for priority plants



General LinksGeneral Links

!! General linksGeneral links provide provide 
easy access to other high easy access to other high 
quality sites for key quality sites for key 
topics, such astopics, such as----
–– Native plantsNative plants
–– BuffersBuffers
–– BioremediationBioremediation
–– Poisonous plantsPoisonous plants
–– Fact sheets (offFact sheets (off--site)site)
–– XeriscapingXeriscaping



Plant CharacteristicsPlant Characteristics

!! Compiled for 2,000 Compiled for 2,000 
conservation plant speciesconservation plant species

!! 100 characteristics100 characteristics

!! Can be used as a filter in Can be used as a filter in 
the the Advanced QueryAdvanced Query

!! These data support These data support 
VegSpecVegSpec



Advanced QueryAdvanced Query
!! Complete access to the Complete access to the 

datadata
!! Search 43,000 plants on Search 43,000 plants on 

basic attributesbasic attributes
!! Search 2,000 plants on Search 2,000 plants on 

100 plant attributes100 plant attributes
!! Filter results by any Filter results by any 

attribute(s)attribute(s)
!! Report to screen or Report to screen or 

download data set for download data set for 
your local useyour local use



Plant Materials InformationPlant Materials Information

!! PLANTS/PM IntegrationPLANTS/PM Integration
–– PM Web sitePM Web site
–– 500+ Fact sheets/guides500+ Fact sheets/guides
–– 900+ propagation protocols 900+ propagation protocols 

linked through linked through Native Plants Native Plants 
NetworkNetwork

–– Search engine on 2,000 PM Search engine on 2,000 PM 
publicationspublications

!! expected late 2002expected late 2002



Culturally Significant Plant GuidesCulturally Significant Plant Guides
Assisting Native American clients

Cultural Uses

Description

Adaptation

Establishment

Management

Sources

References
Ethnobotany Office Location:

Department of Environmental
Horticulture

University of California
Davis, Californiafrom CalPhotos



Weeds ModuleWeeds Module
!! 1400+ plants1400+ plants
!! Federal noxious weedsFederal noxious weeds
!! State noxious weedsState noxious weeds

–– linked to state legislationlinked to state legislation
!! Plants known to have Plants known to have 

invasive characteristicsinvasive characteristics
–– linked to 12 publicationslinked to 12 publications

!! Plants introduced into USPlants introduced into US
!! Links to Links to Plant ProfilePlant Profile for for 

access to additional dataaccess to additional data



Alternative CropsAlternative Crops

!! Search by crop type, Search by crop type, 
state, then namestate, then name

!! Quick access to fact Quick access to fact 
sheets from across the sheets from across the 
nationnation

!! Assisting the field with Assisting the field with 
info for limited resource info for limited resource 
farmersfarmers



PLANTS: Related ApplicationsPLANTS: Related Applications

!! VegSpecVegSpec
–– WebWeb--based tool for selecting based tool for selecting 

conservation plantsconservation plants
!! Crop Nutrient ToolCrop Nutrient Tool

–– Augments Agricultural Waste Augments Agricultural Waste 
Management Field HandbookManagement Field Handbook

!! Ecological Site Information Ecological Site Information 
SystemSystem



A Global Plant Information LeaderA Global Plant Information Leader

!! USDA, NRCSUSDA, NRCS
National Plant Data CenterNational Plant Data Center
Southern UniversitySouthern University
Baton RougeBaton Rouge
Louisiana, USALouisiana, USA

!! http://plants.http://plants.usdausda..govgov
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